
 

Hubbub Podcast Transcript 

Episode 1 – What the heck is British Hills? 

 

Becca:  Hello everyone, welcome to the first ever episode of Hubbub, the podcast for 

British Hills.  I’m Becca. 

Emma:  And I’m Emma. 

Becca:  And we’re teachers here at British Hills and so this podcast is to let you know 

all about what’s happening here at BH as well as what our teachers get up to 

when they’re not in class. 

Emma:  In each episode we’ll be talking about a different topic from Apples to… 

Zoology and everything in-between. 

Becca:  Ooooouuu interesting… So this podcast is for YOU. That means that if you 

have any questions or if there is anything you want us to talk about in future 

podcasts, please let us know. You can contact us at 

www.enjoybritishhills.com/hubbubpodcast, that’s h-u-b-b-u-b podcast, or you 

can reach us at Instagram @britishhillsjapan. 

Emma:  It’s a fun way for you to practice your English and who knows? You might even 

learn something new! 

Becca:  Ooouuu! Get ready! Onwards with the show! 

*Music* 

Becca:  Okay, so well Emma, first things first, where should we start? 

Emma:  Uhhhh ok well how about we introduce ourselves? 

Becca:  Yes, that is probably a good idea. So hello again, I am Becca, I am from 

Canada, yes I work here at British Hills as a teacher, but I am NOT from the UK. 

Emma:  I am from the UK, so my name’s Emma, uuuuh yeah I’m also a teacher here at 

British Hills.  

Becca:  Ok nice. Now that we know we are both teachers here at British Hills, what 

exactly is British Hills?  

Emma:  Uhhhh good question uhhhhh okay how do we explain this one? 

Becca:  Ugh, it’s so difficult. Every time my family and friends ask me, “Where do you 

work?” I have no idea how to describe it. Let’s start let’s start super basic. It’s 

a hotel, in Fukushima, Japan. 
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Emma:  Yeah, a British Hotel. 

Becca:  Yes. Yes so it is. 

Emma:  A British Hotel in Fukushima, in Japan. 

Becca:  On top of a mountain. It is on top of a mountain. 

Emma:  On top of a mountain, a British hotel, on top of a mountain in Japan. 

Becca:  Yes. 

Emma:  Yeah. 

Becca:  Ooop. And it’s also a school. We are teachers so it is also a school. 

Emma:  It is also a school. It’s err British hotel and an English language school on top 

of a mountain in beautiful Fukushima. 

Becca:  Japan. Yes. And so I think that sums it up nicely. So we are both English 

teachers. 

Emma:  Uh yeah. Um but we don’t just teach English. 

Becca:  No, no, we don’t we also teach all sorts of things, there’s science, there’s 

sports, wha- what else? 

Emma:  British crafts. 

Becca:  Yes! Of course, British crafts, we do lots of British crafts and culture from all 

around the world. 

Emma:  Uh yeah, but we teach in English. 

Becca:  Okay yes so we teach in English, a bunch of things, now that we’re clear, I 

think we should move on. 

Emma:  Okay yeahyeahyeah that’s a okay ah, but before we do I have a question. 

Becca:  Okay. 

Emma:  If it’s on a mountain, why is it called British Hills? 

Becca:  *Scoffs* good question. *Laughter* well a mountain is kind of like a big hill 

isn’t it? 

Emma:  Uhhh 

Becca:  Right? 

Emma:  Uhhh yeah I think so. 



 

Hubbub Podcast Transcript 

Becca:  Well I don’t know Emma you’re from the UK don’t you have many mountains 

like this one? 

Emma:  Uhhh We have some mountains, but uhh not where I’m from, so where I’m 

from it’s very flat. But We have mountains in Scotland, uhh what about 

Canada? You have loads mountains, I thought you’d be the expert on this. 

Becca:  Yeah see it’s the same thing. We do have mountains. Not where I am from, it 

is on the other side. Uh there’s also a lot of flat land in Canada, where I’m 

from it’s more um hill-y? 

Emma:  Ohh hilly. 

Becca:  Not mountainous. 

Emma:  Oh yeah well we have loads of hills in the UK. 

Becca:  Ok so do you know the difference? 

Emma:  Uhhhhhh *laughter* I’m not sure, I-I think it’s maybe got something to do 

with the height? or the slope? 

Becca:  So like how steep it is? 

Emma:  Yeah I think so. 

Becca:  *Laughter* Ok well ok let’s let’s say this, well maybe that can be today’s 

questions. So listeners do you know the difference between a mountain and a 

hill? ’cause we clearly don’t so please help us out. Get in touch and let us 

know…please. 

Emma:  Okay now can we move on? 

Becca:  Yes, yes, I think we should. So I mean what’s been happening at BH this week? 

Emma:  Ohhhh well it’s been pretty quite this week ermm but the village is covered in 

snow so the teachers have been off snowboarding or building snowmen. 

Becca:  Ok, do you snowboard Emma? 

Emma:  Oh oh no not me. I’m too scared of falling over. *Laughter* How about you, 

do you snowboard? 

Becca:  No, no I’ve actually never been snowboarding. 

Emma:  Oh 

Becca:  I would really like to try it. But I did build a snowman today. 
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Emma:  Oh wow ok. 

Becca:  Yeah it was super cute. 

Emma:  Awww I used to love building snowmen in the UK. Is that popular in Canada? I 

mean you guys have a lot of snow. 

Becca:  Yeah it is super popular. Like Canada is all about the snow activities, the 

winter is our time to shine. We l- like think about the winter Olympic events, 

Canada is amazing at those. But also in the free time we love to do snowman 

building, snowball fights, building snowball forts.  

Emma:  Forts? 

Becca:  For the- 

Emma:  Woahh 

Becca:  Yeah, f-for the snowball fights. You can’t have a proper fight without a fort to 

hide behind. 

Emma:  Okay good advice. 

Becca:  And, and snow angels. Basically all of the snow things. 

Emma:  Okay what about competitions, do you have snowmen competitions? 

Becca:  Ummm, I’m sure they exist. They’re not really like a thh- maybe like an official 

thing, some places. some winter events will have it; I know we used to have 

like winter fest in my town they might’ve had snowmen building contests. 

Nothing like the Hokkaido snow festival  

Emma:  Ahh ok. 

Becca:  But it is like cool that if you go down the streets sometime in winter you’ll see 

like all of the family built snowmen just kind of out and about. 

Emma:  Oh really, just like people’s gardens and stuff. 

Becca:  Yeah it’s really cool, really fun. 

Emma:  Ahhh cool. 

Becca:  We 

Emma:  We should do that here in the village. 

Becca:  No it would be really fun, I miss it, I love it, but not all of the teachers are from 

countries that have snow. 
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Emma:  Ahh that’s true, yeah I mean our our BH teachers are from countries all over 

the commonwealth like south Africa, Australia, Jamaica. 

Becca:  Trinidad and Tobago so yeah! 

Emma:  Yeah. 

Becca:  I don’t know. 

Emma:  Not a lot of snow there. 

Becca:  The Canadians would takeover, I feel bad, I don’t if it’s fair, but I mean yeah, 

but speaking of those teachers, I guess we’ll be meeting a lot of them in future 

episodes and so they’ll be telling us some fun facts about their countries and 

we just won’t judge them on their snow building skills cause it’s not fair. Also 

listeners don’t forget, if you do meet those teachers and you wanna know 

anything about them you can get in touch with us and ask your questions. But, 

ok, I think we’re getting off topic here. 

*Laughter* 

Emma:  Okay so British Hills, Why is it here? 

Becca:  Why? 

Emma:  Why does it exist? 

Becca:  Why is it here? I mean, if you think about our slogan, it’s you can visit the UK 

without a passport. 

Emma:  Ahh yeah okay. 

Becca:  Yeah so I guess our founder, uh Ryuji Sano-san, back in the day he just loved 

the UK culture and so he really just wanted to make that accessible to all 

Japanese people without them, if they weren’t able to travel abroad just kind 

of bringing it to them. 

Emma:  Ahh that’s such a cool idea. 

Becca:  It is, it’s really crazy when you think about like the manor house and the guest 

houses were actually built in the UK and then shipped overseas and then 

reassembled in Japan. 

Emma:  Like a jigsaw puzzle. 

Becca:  Yes or a really difficult expensive I – piece of Ikea furniture *laughter* 

basically. 
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Emma:  Well we have Ikea in the UK. 

Becca:  Yeah, yeah! Ikea’s in the UK, Ikea’s in Canada, Ikea’s in Japan, so all common 

ground. It’s also really cool, like I know we have our own pub and tea room. 

Emma:  Ahh I love the pub. 

Becca:  Yeah, yeah me too. 

Emma:  It’s like a proper British pub. 

Becca:  It is. 

Emma:  It’s like my local pub back home. 

Becca:  Okay like what type of stuff would you do in your local pub that you could do 

at this pub? 

Emma:  Ahh well we drink a lot of beer *laughter* and ahh now when it’s all snowy 

we just sit around the fire in the pub. 

Becca:  Okay so it’s kind of more like… 

Emma:  glass of wine, 

Becca:  chill. 

Emma:  maybe a game of darts. 

Becca:  Oh I love darts! 

Emma:  Yeah? 

Becca:  I love darts, I was so excited when we had a dart board here yeah it just brings 

me back to me old days, we also have dart boards in Canada that’s super fun 

we’d play them at bars, I even in my house I had one so… 

Emma:  You had a bar in your house? 

Becca:  Yes! No I wish, it was just the dart board but I’ll live with just the dart board, 

yeah so I also do love the pub. But my favourite place is actually the tea room. 

Emma:  Ohhh the Ascot I love the Ascot. 

Becca:  I had a feeling you do, ’cause I mean I know tea is not as popular in Canada 

but tell me Emma, is it as popular as they say in the UK? 

Emma:  It is so popular; it is one of my favourite things to do in the UK. Especially on a 

Sunday. Sunday afternoon, always go for tea. Tea and cakes. 
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Becca:  Ouu te - cakes, okay yeah sold. Uh man thinking of… speaking of cake. I want 

cake so badly right now. 

Emma:  Ughh me too but first shall we wrap-up? 

Becca:  Yeah yeah that’s probably good idea. 

Emma:  Okay so British hills is hard to explain. 

Becca:  Very. It is a hotel. 

Emma:  And school. 

Becca:  And school. Hotel and school on a mountain in Japan. 

Emma:  Yeah it’s a English village in a sn- on a snowy mountain in Japan. 

Becca:  Yeah it’s kind of umm because it looks exactly like old school UK umm. 

Emma:  Yeah. 

Becca:  It’s like walking through a UK snow globe. 

Emma:  Ohh that’s a good description. 

Becca:  Yeah. 

Emma:  Aww it’s perfect. 

Becca:  Yeah no when I think of this place. 

Emma:  British Hills is a British snow globe. 

Becca:  Yeah basically it’s a snow globe on a mountain in Japan. Fun times! So 

basically this place is difficult to describe um but hopefully overtime as we 

continue Hubbub we can start to answer this question together. 

Emma:  So speaking of questions, in each episode we are going to give you a riddle, so 

time for our first one. 

*Music* 

Becca:  Riddle me this: I race down hills, I bend around mountains, I jump over rivers, 

and I run though forests. If you step out of your house you can find me. What 

am I? 

*Music* 

Emma:  Ohh good riddle, so you can get the answer to this riddle in the next episode. 
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Becca:  Ohh Speaking of next episode because it is going to be on April 2nd we are 

going to be having a Easter 

Becca & Emma:  EGGSTRAVAGANZA. 

Becca:  Super exciting, we are going to be talking about some the history of the 

holiday, what the heck a bunny is doing with some eggs, more on how we 

celebrate in our home countries as well as what we’re going to be doing here 

at our Easter event from April 3rd to 4th. I personally cannot wait for the Easter 

egg hunt, I used to LOVE those things. 

Emma:  We’re having an Easter egg hunt? 

Becca:  Oh yes and it’s gonna be so fun. We’re gonna hide eggs around the manor 

house where you can find them and then if you collect the most or a certain 

amount you can get a prize from the shop. 

Emma:  Ohh I love Easter eggs. 

Becca:  Yes, me too what do you like to do with your Easter eggs Emma? 

Emma:  Well apart from eat them, I like to paint them. 

Becca:  Ouu fun well I mean that’s exciting ’cause we can do that. 

Emma:  It is egg-citing. 

*Laughter* *Music* 

Becca:  Well thank you so much for listening we love to hear your feedback, any 

questions comments or concerns are always welcomed. 

Emma:  Also suggestions, can’t forget suggestions. 

Becca:  Right so you can contact at our website 

www.enjoybritishhills.com/hubbubpodcast, that’s h-u-b-b-u-b podcast or at 

our Instagram britishhillsjapan 

Emma:  Okay so also on the website, if you’re listening to practice English you can find 

a transcript of each episode. But if you’re not here for that reason don’t worry 

just forget the last few seconds. 

Becca:  All in all, thank you all for listening we’ll see you in a bit, sincerely yours 

Becca & Emma:  The Hubbub podcast! 


